
Something Stirs When Heaven Opens 
God's Spirit descends on Jesus as he is baptized by John 

1 Epiphany, Years ABC 
 
 

1. Something stirs when heaven opens, 
sweeping, birdlike, toward the land. 
Something moves to make a dwelling 
in an outstretched, upturned hand— 
 
2. That which animates beginnings, 
brooding over sea and mud, 
and which nurtures re-creation, 
angel of the ending flood, 
 
3. Soaring over wave and mountain, 
circling where the waters sing, 
swooping near the desert river, 
rushing toward the Fisher King. 
 
4. Brooding, soaring, rushing Spirit, 
as we trace your forward flight, 
may our hands reach out, a dwelling 
where a migrant bird may light. 
 
 

From Songs for the Cycle © 2004 by Michael Hudson. 
Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Something Stirs When Heaven Opens

Michael Hudson (b.1950) Restoration, melody from The Southern Harmony, 1835
arr. Albert Blackwell
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Melody in tenor part*

*Tenor melody is doubled at the octave throughout in either alto or soprano.


