
Behold That Star 
by 

 Thomas Washington Talley 
 

SATB with Solos and Accompaniment 
Christmastide; Epiphany 

 
 

This spiritual was written by Thomas Washington Talley (1870–1952), a professor of 
chemistry at Fisk University. He was also a pioneering ethnographer. In 1922 he 
published Negro Folk Rhymes, a collection of black traditional songs from rural 
Tennessee. The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture notes that "this 
successful publication was the first serious collection of folksongs from Tennessee, the 
first compilation of black secular folksong, and the first to be assembled by a black 
scholar." 
 
In addition, Talley was a gifted musician. He sang bass and toured with the New Fisk 
Jubilee Singers. He was director of Fisk's Mozart Society and for a time conducted the 
Fisk Choir. Seeking a Christmas spiritual for the Jubilee Singers to perform and finding 
none that was suitable, he composed "Behold That Star." At what date is not known. 

 
Marian Anderson (1897–1993) performed Talley's spiritual in a 1916 arrangement made 
for solo voice and piano by Harry T. Burleigh (1866–1949). In this version for chorus 
and solo voices I have kept Burleigh's original accompaniment, and have arranged a 
choral refrain, alternating with verses set in a call-and-response pattern between soloists 
and choir. 
 
Albert Blackwell 
February 2, 2012 
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Behold That Star

Thomas Washington Talley (1870-1952)
accompaniment by H. T. Burleigh (1866-1949)

adapted for chorus by Albert Blackwell

Solos

Thomas Washington Talley (1870-1952)

Free Anthems for Church Choirs, © 2012 by Albert Blackwell,
is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.
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