
O Savior, Open Heaven Wide 
 

SATB, A Cappella or with Accompaniment 
Advent 

 
 

The text of this anthem is based on a poem O Heiland, reiss die Himmel auf, written by 
the Jesuit priest Friedrich Spee von Langenfeld (1591-1635). 
 
The Catholic Encyclopedia names Spee as “one of noblest and most attractive figures of 
the awful era of the Thirty Years’ War.” He is best known for his Latin tract Cautio 
Criminalis, printed in 1631 without the author’s name or permission. Spee’s tract 
condemns witchcraft trials, both for their horrible cruelty and for their legal corruption. 
The lyric here is my free paraphrase of verses 1, 2 and 4 of Spee’s original. 
 
The tune used here was first joined with Spee’s verses in a German hymnal of 1666. The 
mode is Dorian, defined by the B-natural in the fifth full measure. I have harmonized the 
melody in a style more austere than romantic settings typical of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 
 
 
Albert Blackwell 
February 2, 2012 
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O Savior, Open Heaven Wide

Friedrich von Spee (1662) alt. O Heiland, reiss, German, 1625
arr. Albert Blackwell
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